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CHAPTER XI.
Now about the ordeal by fire, (c) He must make
seven circles, each, sixteen fingers in breadth, the inter-
vening space being of the same breadth. (2) There*
upon, [the judge shall place seven fig-leaves into both
the palms, of the hands of the accused [about to perform
the ordeal], who shall turn his face towards the east and
stretch out both the arms. (3) Those [leaves] and
both the hands he must bind with a thread. (4) Then
he must put into his hands a red-hot iron-ball, fifty
Palas in weight "and smooth. (5) Taking it up [the
person] shall pass through the circles, stepping the
ground neither very hurriedly nor very slowly. (6)
Thereupon, having gpt beyond the seventh circle, he
shall put down the iron-ball on the ground. (7)
A man, whose hands are burnt in any place, shall
be considered guilty; but if they remain wholly unburnt,
he shall be declared innocent. (8)
If ke lets drop the ball from fear, or if it is doubtful
whether he is burnt or not, [the man] shall be made to
take up the iron ball again, on account of the defect of
the ordeal. (9)
[At the beginning, the judge] shall cause the person
to rub some rice in his hands and then shall notice
[carefully whether there is any mark] ; then consecrating
the iron-ball with the mantram} he shall place it into
his hand. (10)
"Thou, O fire, livest in the minds of all creatures,
like a witness. 0 fire, thou knowest what mortals do
not comprehend, (n)
"This man, being charged with a legal offence, wishes
to be cleared from guilt. It behoves thee, forsooth, to
deliver him from this doubtful position. (12)